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HAVING SURVIVED THE DESERT, 
THORGAL ANO HIS COMPANIONS WERE 
SOLD AS SLAVES TO THE GOVERNOR 
OF PONANT, A REMOTE PROVINCE OF 
THE EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE. 


ANO PRISONERS, THORGAL 
WAS CHOSEN TO BE A LIVE 
TARGET FOR THE PRACTICE 
OF YOUNG COURT NOBLES. 


ler WITH OTHER SLAVES 


«» WHILE SPARING IMPRESSED BY HIS ARCHERY 

HERACLIUS, THE PROWESS, THE GOVERNOR ORDERED 

GOVERNOR'S HIM TO ENTER THE TOURNAMENT OF 

CRUEL AND VAIN THE TEN PROVINCES, HELD EVERY FIVE 
YEARS ON THE SMALL, DESERTED 
ISLAND OF SYRENIA. 


PARTNERED WITH HERACLIUS, r : |». BUT THE JEALOUS 
THORGAL LEO HIS SIDE TO : .) YOUNG MAN SERVED HIM 


ANO AS AARICIA, SOLAN AND 
WOLFCUB SAILED TOWARDS 
THE PALACE OF THE HEIR TO 
THE EMPIRE, TO WHOM THEY HAD 
BEEN OFFERED AS A GIFT... 


«» THORGAL WAS LEFT 
FOR DEAD ON THE 
BARREN ISLAND. 


ALL IS WELL. PERFECT. YOU 

00 YOU HAVE CAN COME 

THE PROMISED ABOARD. 
SEWELS? 


HURRY! HIDE 
INSIOE THE TENT 
WHILE | RAISE 
THE SAIL. 


TO THE POINT OF 
HELPING YOU ESCAPE? 
| DOUBT IT. | HAVE 
AFFECTION FOR YOU 
TOO, BUT FATE DECREED 
THAT YOU SHOULD BE 
SLAVES, YOUR 
FREEOOM FORFEIT. 


I KNOW IT. | SAW IT! HE’S 


THIS IS THE SECOND TIME IN A MONTH THAT 
YOU'VE TRIED TO ESCAPE. IT'S FOOLISH OF 
YOU TO THINK EVEN ONE OF MY SAILORS 
WOULD DARE BETRAY ME ... 


| WAS BORN A PRINCESS 
OF NORTHLAND, THE 
SAME WAY YOU WERE 
BORN A PRINCE OF 
THE EASTERN EMPIRE. 
IF YOU WERE IN MY 
SITUATION, WOULDN'T 
YOU TRY TO RUN 
AwAY? 


NO OOUBT | WOULD, BUT 
I’M NOT IN YOUR SITUATION. 
ARE YOU MISTREATEO? DON'T 

YOU ANO YOUR CHILOREN 
HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
IN MY PALACE? 


YOU TREAT US WELL, 
HIGHNESS. | WON'T OENY 
IT. I'S NOT ENOUGH, 
THOUGH. | WANT TO FINO 
THORGAL — THE FATHER 
OF MY CHILOREN. 


»» EVEN IF YOU 

PAY HIM WITH MY 

WIFE’S STOLEN 
SEWELLERY. 


| OION’T STEAL 
ANYTHING. SHE 
GAVE IT TO ME. 
SHE HAS AFFEC- 

TION FOR US. 


YOUR HUSBAND IS DEAD, AARICIA. 
POISONED BY HIS JEALOUS 
PARTNER. | PERSONALLY ORDERED 
THAT HE BE GIVEN A PROPER 
JAL BECAUSE | RESPECTED 
HIS SKILL AND BRAVERY. 


| SHOULD PUNISH YOU, BUT | AM 
WILLING TO FORGIVE ONE LAST 
TIME — ON THE CONDITION THAT 
YOU SWEAR NOT TO TRY 

TO ESCAPE AGAIN. 


$0 BE IT. THEN, LIKE ALL SLAVES WHO 
TRY TO RUN, YOU WILL WORK THE SILVER 
MINES FOR A YEAR. BELIEVE ME: THAT 
WILL CURE YOU OF ANY REBELLIOUS 
TENDENCIES. 


UNDER THE PROTECTION 
OF A WHITE HORSE WITH 
A LONG HORN ON ITS 
FOREHEAD. 


A UNICORN! 

AN IMAGINARY 
CREATURE! WHAT 
YOU SAW WAS BUT 
A OREAM, MY BOY. 


AT THE TOP OF 

é THAT CLIFF, LORO. 

BARBARIAN’S/ .- \THE SEAGULLS MUST 

Bo0YP HAVE HALF EATEN IT 
2 ALREADY. 


1... OON'T z OLO VOMIT. HIS STOM- 
UNDERSTAND. ACH REJECTED SOME 
, ? ~ (HERE'S THE \ - ?/~-~ \ OFTHE POISONED WINE 
; EXPLANATION. sae ALLOWING HIM TO 


COULD HE 
HAVE SURVIVED 
ON THIS ROCK, 

THOUGH? 


YOU WILL STAY HERE \ 


UNTIL THE BARBARIAN \ 


IS FOUND, DEAD OR 
ALIVE. PREFERABLY 
ALIVE. WE'RE GOING / 
BACK TO THE f 
GALLEY. 


| THERE’S NO ire ON THE ISLANO, \ 


LOW ON THIS ROCKY } 


| BUT EVERY HOL 
| GROUND CAN HOLD RAIN WATER. YES, / 
\ AHAROY MAN COULD SURVIVE 


THE TOURNAMENT THERE WERE 
PLENTY OF STRAY ARROWS 
LYING AROUND. SHOOTING 
OOWN BIROS FOR FOOD MUST 
BE CHILD'S PLAY FOR SO 
SKILLED AN ARCHER. 


TEN GOLD PIECES FOR 


\_AFEW MONTHS HERE. 


] FINO HIM SO WE CAN 
MAKE HIM PAY OEARLY 
FOR THE DEATHS OF 7 
OUR SONS! 


| ) Mg FIRST THINGS FIRST, 
| EACH OF YOUR MEN, AND20] =k | 


FOR YOU, IF YOU FINO HIM 


THOUGH: EXECUTE THOSE 
TWO MORONS TO TEACH 
THEM THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE DEAD 
ANDO THE LIVING. 
IMMEDIATELY! 


4 NO, MERCY ... 
\_ AAARRGHHH! 


Se 


eee Siege 
ae 7 eo I 


THE MEN SPEND 16 HOURS A 
OAY RISKING THEIR LIVES TO OIG 
GALLERIES UNOER THE MOUNTAIN, 
WHILE WOMEN AND OLDER 
CHILOREN BRING BASKETS OF 
SILVER ORE BACK UP AND 

TO THE FOUNDRY. 


THE STRONGEST 
WILL LAST PERHAPS 


THREE YEARS. ; 


ALL PRISONERS’ 

| CHILOREN UNOER 12 
ARE HELD INSIDE 

A FORT OUTSIDE 

THE CAMP. 


THE MINES 
ARE HELL ON 
EARTH. 


THEY'RE TAUGHT TO MAKE JEWEL- 
LERY WITH THE SILVER THAT COMES 

OUT OF THE FOUNORY. EACH SLAVE 
HAS A USE HERE, NO MATTER HIS 


THE MEN TO 

y SHAFT 3! WOMEN 
ANO KIOS TO Ff 
SHAFT I! ANDO 


THAT DIRTY BRUTE! NO. THEY MUSTN'T 
I COULD HAVE— KNOW ABOUT YOUR 
- POWERS. WE'LL FIND 

AWAY OUT OF HERE 

— | PROMISE YOU. 


| NO, PLEASE! 
LEAVE es WITH 


| SAID: SHAFT I! \ 

YOUR GANG BOSS f 

IS WAITING! 4 
MOVE ITI! of 


AARICIA! .. 
AARICIA! .. 


AG 


IT’S DEAR AARICIA! 
» ANO SWEET LITTLE 
SOLAN... 'VE BEEN 
EXPECTING YOU. 


WITH 10 PIECES OF GOLD, | 
CAN BUY MYSELF A SWEET 
LITTLE NUBIAN SLAVE 

WHO'LL. 


PFFF ... WHY DON’T 
WE GET BACK TO CAMP? 
IT'S DARK NOW, ANO I’M 
TIRED ANO HUNGRY. 


SO AM |, BUT 
THINK OF THE 10 
GOLD PIECES. 


HE FOOLED YOU LIKE SO 
MANY UNBLOODED WHELPS! 
IT'S NOT 20 GOLD Pleces 
YOU DESERVE — IT'S 20 
LASHES! ; 


YOU NUMBSKULLS! 
BACK TO THE CAMP, 
RIGHT NOW!! 


$0’'S OUR THAT BARBARIAN IS A 
WATER ANO DEVIL! SIGNAL THE GALLEY 
FOOD! TO SEND THE OTHER 
TWO BLANKETS ROWBOAT OVER. 


ARE MISSING! 


Zz 


WE'LL SEE ABOUT THAT THE BOAT HAS NO SAIL, 
LATER. ATLEAST WE THE SEA IS CALM, ANO IT’S 
KNOW He’S ALIVE. THE A FULL MOON. HE CAN'T 
. QUESTION IS: WHERE » HAVE GONE VERY FAR. 
» IS HE NOW? 


| HOPE NOT FOR YOUR SAKE, YOU 
IOIOT! CAPTAIN! ... WAKE UP YOUR 
ROWERS — WE'RE LEAVING! 


COME ON, UP! 


YOU'RE NOT HERE TAKE A BASKET EACH 
TO SLEEP IN. ANDO HEAD DOWN. ON ¥ 
THE DOUBLE! 
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IT PROTECTS ME, JOLAN. 
YOU'LL FINO ME, ALIVE, 
THANKS TO IT. 


WHAT ARE YOU WAIT- 
ING FOR? FASTER’ ... 
FASTER! ... 


UP! GET UP! 
FOUNDRY! MOVE IT! 


: | xe : 


I'M DEAD. I'M SO EXHAUSTED 
| DON’T EVEN HAVE THE 
ENERGY TO SWALLOW THEIR 
DISGUSTING BROTH. 


TUT, TUT ... IS THAT ANY 
WAY TO GREET AN OLD 
FRIENO? HERE, | BROUGHT 
YOU HALF A ROAST 

CHICKEN. DON’T WORRY. 
IT'S FRESH FROM 
TODAY. 


AFTER THORGAL REGAINED HIS 


MEMORY ANDO LEFT THE LAIR OF SHAIGAN 1, 
THE MERCILESS®, | TRIED TO SUCCEED HIM 
AS LEADER OF THE PIRATES. BUT, THOSE [= 


OAFS COULON’T STAND TO TAKE ORDERS 
FROM A WOMAN, ANO | HAD TO RUN. 


WE MUST FINO A WAY TO GET 
OUT OF THIS PLACE BEFORE 
IT ROBS US OF ALL OUR 
STRENGTH, JOLAN. 


WHY NOT THIS 
VERY NIGHT? 


MAKE NO MISTAKE, K @ 0 
AARICIA. | HAVE 
BEEN A PRISONER Jf 
HERE LIKE YOU 
FOR OVER A 

YEAR. 


WHEN IT COMES TO WHIPS, | 
OOUBT IT WILL SURPRISE YOU 
TO KNOW THAT | PREFER TO 
BE ON THE SIDE OF THE GRIP. 
IN THE MINES, BEING GANG 
6808S IS THE BEST PATH 
TO SURVIVAL: LESS HARD 
LABOUR, BETTER 

FOOD. 


SUED i-p 
DELLE: 


Lys. 


| GOT LOST AT SEA AND, 
AFTER MY SUPPLIES HAD RUN 
OUT, WAS RESCUED BY AN 
IMPERIAL GALLEY WHOSE 
CAPTAIN TRIEO TO RAPE ME. 


*SEE GIANTS. 
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YOU'RE RIGHT, AARICIA. 

IN A FEW WEEKS YOU'LL 
BE TOO WEAK TO STAND 
UP EVEN UNDER THE 
LASH. 


LEAVEUS 
ALONE, KRISS 
OF VALNOR. 
YOU DISGUST 
ME. 


AND IT’S NO SURPRISE 
THAT YOU FOUND A 
WAY TO CARRY A 
WHIP RATHER THAN 

A BASKET. 


HOW DID YOU ENO 
UP HEREP 


| WOUNDED HIM SOMEWHERE 
IT REALLY HURTS, ANO HIS 

REVENGE WAS TO HAVE ME 
SENTENCED TO THREE YEARS 
IN THE SILVER MINES. THANKS 7 
TO YOU, THOUGH, | WON'T 
BE STAYING MUCH 
LONGER. 


| HEARO ABOUT THAT TOURNAMENT ON SYRENIA 
FROM THE GUARDS ... ABOUT THORGAL BEING 
POISONED, ANO HOW YOU'D BEEN GIVEN AS 

SLAVES TO THE HEIR TO THE EMPIRE. KNOWING 


BECAUSE YOU'RE THE 


ONE WHO'S GOING 
\ TO LETUS ESCAPE ¢ 


TONIGHT, SOLAN. 


OON'T LISTEN TO HER. 
THAT DEVIL IS SETTING A 
TRAP FOR US. YOU KNOW 
THERE’S NO TREACHERY 


YOUR TEMPER, | WAS SURE I'D BE SEEING $0 VILE SHE WON'T 


YOU HERE SOMEDAY. | HOPED SO, AT he STOOP TO IT. 
LEAST. p 


AS YOU WISH, MY DEAR. 
IF YOU'D RATHER OIE 
SLOWLY, LIKE A BEAST 
OF BURDEN UNDER THE 
WHIP, | WON'T FORCE 
YOU — BUT YOUR SON 
WILL COME WITH ME, 
WHETHER HE WANTS 
TO OR NOT! 


THE SOLDIERS DON'T STAY INSIOE THE CAMP AT 

NIGHT. THEY'RE MUCH TOO AFRAIO OF HAVING THEIR 

THROATS SLIT. WAIT UNTIL THE GANG BOSSES 

ARE ASLEEP ANDO MEET ME IN TWO HOURS AT THE 

ENTRANCE TO SHAFT I. | WON'T GIVE YOU A 
SECOND CHANCE. 


THOSE ROCKS COVER 
THE ENTRANCE TO AN 
OLO TUNNEL THAT GOES 
THROUGH THE ENTIRE 
MOUNTAIN. 


HOW 00 
YOU KNOW? 


I'VE 
EXPLORED 


IT. 


We’RE AT THE 

HARDEST PART 

NOW. BE VERY 
CAREF— 


WHY DION'T 
YOU ESCAPE 
THEN? 


WATCH YOUR STEP. THE 
TUNNEL LEADS TO AN 
AREA OF THE MOUNTAIN 
WHERE CREVASSES 
ANDO CHASMS ABOUND 
— WHICH IS WHY IT WAS 
CONDEMNED, FOLLOW 


YOU'LL 
UNDERSTAND. 


HOLD ON, KRISS! 
WE'LL GET YOU 
, OUT OF THERE! 


| CAN'T 
REACH YOU. 
YOUR WHIP! 
THROW YOUR, 
WHIP! 


| KNOW YOU ONLY 


RESCUED ME BECAUSE 

YOU STILL NEEO ME, BUT 

THANKS, ANYWAY. ALL RIGHT, , 
SHALL WE GO ON? 


THIS LAST PART WAS 
OUG ALONG TIME AGO BY 
PRISONERS WHO WERE TRYING 
TO ESCAPE. PUT OUT YOUR 
TORCH, AARICIA. WE WON'T 
NEED IT ANY MORE. 


SEE NOW WHY | NEEDED 
YOU, SOLAN? THIS GRATE 
WAS PLACED HERE AFTER 

SEVERAL CONVICTS 
MANAGED TO ESCAPE 
USING THE PATH WE 
OUST TOOK. 


$0 YOU'RE 
GOING TO MELT 
THOSE BARS 
RIGHT NOW! 


LD 
4 


AAI | © 


Wr 
Ds 


a 
4 


! 


BUT, WITH YOUR 
POWERS, YOU'LL 
MAKE IT VANISH IN 
A HEARTBEAT, 
WON'T YOU? 


(gy) uy 
Sp: 


v 


> 


ge 


D 4 Oy 
" OS) wees > 


~ Om a 
Mw es 
° = 


a 
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OON’T ARGUE, YOU LITTLE TWIT! 
WE CAN'T GO BACK — WE HAVE NO 
LIGHT TO FIND THE PATH! 


SEEP IT WASN'T SO HARD, 
WAS IT? WE'RE FREE! 


DON’T WORRY. | KNOW WHERE 
SHE’S BEING KEPT. I'LL GO AND 
GET YOUR DAUGHTER WHILE YOU 
SEE ABOUT HORSES. AND NOW, 
QUIET! THERE ARE TWO MEN 
GUARDING THE STABLES. 


WE NEEO HORSES. 
FORTUNATELY, THE 
STABLES ARE 
OUTSIDE THE 
FORT. 


YOU KILLED 
THEMP! 


IF I'M NOT BACK IN 
HALF AN HOUR, IT WILL 
MEAN I FAILED. OO WHAT 

YOU WANT THEN. 


OBVIOUSLY. WOULD YOU 


HAVE PREFERRED | ASKED 
THEM POLITELY TO LOOK 


THE OTHER WAY WHILE 
WE STOLE THEIR 
HORSES? 


HIDE THE BODIES IN THE 

STABLES, FIND THREE GOOD 

HORSES, ANO UNTIE THE 

OTHERS. I'LL TAKE CARE 
OF WOLFCUB. 


WHY DIO KRISS ASK 
US TO UNTIE THE OTHER 
HORSES? 


TO MAKE THEM RUN AWAY 
SO WE WON'T BE PURSUED. EVEN 
UNBOUND, THOUGH, THEY WON'T GO 
FAR. HORSES TEND TO STAY CLOSE } 
TO THEIR OWNERS ANO STABLES. /. 


SHE'S CRUEL ANO EVIL, THAT'S 

TRUE. BUT SHE’S ALSO BRAVE 
ANDO A FINE WARRIOR. 00 YOU 

THINK THAT'S WHY THORGAL WENT 
TO LIVE WITH HERP 


| HEARO 


00 YOU THINK THIS 
IS ALL A TRAPP 


9 SOMETIMES | WISH I’O 
| LOSE MY MEMORY TOO. AT 
LEAST OF THOSE CURSED 


ABANDONED US. 


WE'LL SOON FINO 
OUT. WHO KNOWS 
WHAT GOES ON IN 
THAT SNAKE'S 
HEAD? 


NEVER TALK ABOUT 
THAT AGAIN, SOLAN! 
YOU KNOW VERY WELL 
THAT THORGAL HAD 
LOST HIS MEMORY AND 


THAT HARLOT MADE HIM 


THINK SHE WAS 
HIS WIFE. 


KEEP THE HUGGING FOR 
LATER! MY PRESENCE DION’'T 


GO UNNOTICED AND We'RE ) 


ABOUT TO HAVE SOME 
COMPANY. SOLAN, THE 
HORSES! QUICK! 


HURRY! HURRY! 


THEY'RE COMING! f 


+ 


(O THE 
HORSES! 


THERE’S A SMALL PORT LESS 
THAN TWO DAYS FROM HERE. WE 
MUST MAKE IT THERE BEFORE 
NEWS OF OUR ESCAPE 
REACHES IT. LET'S RIDE! 


HA! HA! HA! ... BY THE 
TIME THEY PUT OUT THE FIRE 
ANO FINO THEIR HORSES, 
WE'LL BE ALONG 
WAY AWAY! 


WHAT ARE YOU BUT, | OON’T KNOW 
WAITING FOR, WHERE YOU ARE! | DON'T, 


SOLAN! SOLANP FIND, KNOW! ... | OON'T— 


SOLAN! ... 
IT'S ME! ... 


a y 


: i 


H iu 


WE CAN'T SEE A THING 


LOOK FOR ANEEOLE 
IN A HAYSTACK. 


| LTT) | 
fete 


BESIDES, THE CAPTAIN | 
TOLO ME WE WOULD | 
SOON HAVE TO RESTOCK 
OUR FOOD AND 


ilk ij : 
HR Z \ Nl ye 

i Ts iui =i mi OC) \icmrutin (THOUGH, tere er corns al || 
i oY WI ath AV \i ri ue ia : 

- —— ‘Ls 
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| | SHOULD PROBABLY 
00 THE SAME. I FEEL 
DIRTIER THAN I'VE 


P %) Vid a, 
gi é I THINK SHE 
‘fe ; m WENT TO WASH ja 


Mey MP //_;, __,\_ DOWNRIVER. 


ay 


Nie 4 


ey 


PW] THORGAU'S SON, OF 
V 7\COURSE. DON’T YOU THINK, 


BOTHERED BY THEIR SHOUTING i: 4 a WOULD HAVE 
ANDO CRYING. es pak SUFFERED THE 
Be wy SAME FATE. 
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HIS NAME IS: 
ANIEL, AND... 


NO! He's NOT YOUR BROTHER! 
THORGAL WASN'T HIMSELF 
WHEN HE PUT THAT BASTARD 
INSIOE THAT ... THAT ... 


ae K r 
NOT ANOTHER WORD Sy 
ABOUT THAT ... THAT 4 
. [NEVER WANT TO 


SEE HIM AGAIN! BUT, HE’S OUR 
BROTHER. HE CAN'T 
TALK, BUT HE'S NICE 
ANO CUTE AND... 


GO ON! STRIKE! YOU'VE BEEN 
P WAITING FOR THIS MOMENT FOR 
EA YEARS. DON'T FORGET TO KILL 
THE CHILD AS WELL. 


peat 
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GOOD. IF YOURE OONE WITH } ’ NOT WITH YOU! THIS IS WHERE 
THE HYSTERICS, PERHAPS WE r OUR PATHS OIVERGE, KRISS OF 
COULD GET BACK ON THE ROAD? J ~ VALNOR! FOR GOOD! 
I'LL REMINO YOU THAT WE ae | ‘ 

ARE FUGITIVES. 


AS YOU WISH. I’M THE ONLY 

ONE WHO KNOWS THE WAY, 

THOUGH. WITHOUT ME, YOU 
WON'T GO FAR. 


LOA Mgap 


is esi Wate Woy MS WNWiue mc 


| HERE WE ARE. WE CAN 
TRADE OUR HORSES FOR /& 
A BOAT. 


( haha i WX, Ye VAW. 
te W, a f a yesyrly nical Ny an “ one CG “vi A, 
\ NI iN 
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| APOLOGISE FOR YOUR SLAVE, THE OTHER ESCAPEE, AND 
DISTURBING YOU, THEIR CHILOREN BOUGHT A BOAT IN A 
HIGHNESS, BUT A CARRIER SMALL ILLYRIAN PORT. THEY'LL PROBABLY 
PIGEON HAS SUST HEAD TOWARDS THE BARBARIAN 
ARRIVED. a pse KINGOOMS OF THE NORTH-WEST. 


SHOULD | DISPATCH THE STORM 
(A GALLEY TO HUNT = WILL PUNISH 

(ON THEM DOWN? P ' THEM FOR THEIR 
AUDACITY. 


| oe Ag 
Se’ SURENIA, f= 


BESIDES, WE'RE 
SOON GOING TO BE 


IOEA WHERE ‘ 
TIS? 4 Sd a ERATIONS. 
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THE SAIL! 
LOWER THE 


30 


v9, 


THANK THE GODS 

THAT PIECE OF =) 

ORIFTWOOD WAS f&® 
THERE ... . 
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RAVINUM! LAST OUTPOST ON 

By THE NORTHERNMOST MARCHES 
fm OF THE EMPIRE. BEYOND 
THOSE CLIFFS BEGIN THE 

» GARBARIAN LANDS. 
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THE ONLY WAY IS THE BED OF THE RIVER 
THAT PROVIDES THE OUTPOST WITH FRESH 
WATER. A NARROW, STEEP GORGE | HIGHLY 


THERE YOU'LL FINO AN INN, 
CLOTHES, SUPPLIES, AND A 
NEW BOAT TO CONTINUE 
YOUR TRIP. 


RECOMMEND YOU 00 NOT TAKE ... 
ns —_ 


4 _ ISN'T THERE A WAY 
PAST THE CLIFF? WE'D 
RATHER TRAVEL BY 
LAND. 


WHATEVER YOU 


' DECIDE, TAKE THIS 4 st ees 
x BLE: 


SAVING US FROM 
OROWNING. 


7} 


O10 YOU : OF COURSE. THE BLOND ONE en nia he BECAUSE I'M HOPING 
RECOGNISE SEMAN | AV ( 19 THE WIFE OF THE BARBARIAN bi ava) THEY'LL LEAD US 
THEM? WHO KILLED OUR SONS. AND | ye=teq THEM GO: TO THE MAN We'RE 
WE SAW A DISPLAY OF THE ak LOOKING FOR. 

CHILDREN'S TALENTS ATTHE /JPAU F | 


WHERE | SAW \\ OF THE GOVERNOR THEY CAN'T HAVE 

THOSE TWO r \ WHO FORCED US RECOGNISED US — 
a f B\ TO SHOW OUR f= TO THEM WE'RE 

~ ~_\ POWERS.* A DUST SLAVES. 


| REMEMBER AT THE PALACE ‘Ex’ IT DOESN'T MATTER. iT 
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AAAH ... | MUST ADMIT — EVEN IN 
THIS GODS-FORSAKEN OUTPOST, 
THE CITIGENS OF THE EMPIRE KNOW 
WHAT REFINEMENT MEANS. THIS 
HOT BATH IS ONE OF THE BEST 

\ MOMENTS OF MY LIFE. 


FIRST THING TOMOR- 
ROW, WE'LL BUY 

HORSES, WEAPONS, 
ANO SUPPLIES 


IT FEELS LIKE MY SKIN IS 
STILL SWEATING OUT ALL 
THE SALT OF THE OCEAN. 

WOULD YOU RUB MY 
BACK, DARLING? 


OON'T BOTHER WITH MORE 


THAN ONE HORSE. WE'LL BE 


STAYING HERE. I'M BOUND 


TO FIND SOME SAILOR WHO 


WILL TAKE US TO SYRENIA. 


THIS IS BEYOND 
STUBBORNNESS AND 
BORDERING ON STUPIOITY 
NOW, MY DEAR. EITHER 
THORGAL |S DEAD, WHICH 
IS MORE THAN LIKELY, OR 
HE FOUND A WAY OFF 
THAT ISLANO A LONG 
TIME AGO. 


NEWS OF OUR ESCAPE WILL INEVITABLY I'LL SAVE YOU FROM YOURSELF, AARICIA. 
MAKE IT HERE. IF YOU STAY HERE, YOU ANO I’M SURE WE'LL FIND SOME WAY TO } 


BRING EACH OTHER SOLACE FOR THE 
LOSS OF OUR HANDSOME 
WARRIOR. 
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YOU'RE MERELY PUTTING A aa 
OFF THE INEVITABLE, is \ \ 


HA! HA! HA! 


TONIGHT, AFTER 
AU! 


IIMA ro SO 

Li MH YOUR LOSS, AARICIA. 
Hf Ay 4Ou'RE GONG 70 reno) 
AVERY UNPLEASANT ff 

NIGHT. { 


WHY ARE YOU NOT COMING 
TO ME, SOLAN? I'M SO VERY 
CLOSE TO YOU. 


35 


AUNICORNF? ... ARE 
YOU MAKING FUN OF 
ME, Kilo?! 


OH, MY FIRST 
PATIENT OF THE DAY! 
WHAT CAN | OO FOR 

YOU, MY BOY? 


THE UNICORN 
. ABOVE THE 
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YOU MUST BE A FOREIGNER. | AM 
A DOCTOR, ANO IN THE EMPIRE, 
THE UNICORN IS THE EMBLEM 
OF OUR PROFESSION. 


00 YOU ... IS THERE A MAN WAS BROUGHT TO |... | OON’T IS ... UH .. IS NO, BUT HE’S VERY 
A MAN BEING ME LAST NIGHT, INDEED. KNOW. MAY | HE GRAVELY WEAK, ANO HIS EYES 
TREATED HERE, f FISHERMEN FOUND SEE HIM? INSURED? WERE BURNED BY THE 
EITHER INSURED HIM SHIPWRECKED A , SUN. HE HAS YET TO 
OR SICK? FEW LEAGUES OFF THE OF COURSE. COME TO. 
COAST. 00 YOU THINK 


COME WITH 
ME. 


FOR GUIDING ME 
TO HIM! ) 


ALIvel!! 
WO 
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THIS SHOULD 
HOLD, AS =| MAN NEEDS REST, WE MUST LEAVE RAVINUM 
LONG AS LOTS OF REST. WITHOUT DELAY. 
WE TAKE IT ins. H et . : 
SLOWLY 
=e 


ARE YOU READY? 
THEN, LET'S GO! 
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IT APPEARS OUR SHIPWRECKED =f JW SIMPLY LEAVE US HE MUST PAY 
BEAUTIES MADE GOOD USE OF eq THAT MAN YOU'RE FOR THE DEATHS 
THE PURSE WE GAVE THEM. ORAGGING ALONG. OF OUR SONS. 


ANO WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL 
TO YOU FOR IT. WHAT CAN WE 


00 FOR YOU? 


HEH ... WHY NOT, AFTER ALL? YOU SNAKE! | SHOULD HAVE 
HE’S PRETTY WORTHLESS KNOWN YOU'O BETRAY US FIRST, 
NOW, ANYWAY. CHANCE YOU GOT! 


OID YOU THINK | WOULD 
RISK MY FREEOOM FOR 
THAT HALF-DEAD HUSK? 
WELL... 


. YOU WERE “Vii Yi ‘ TO THE RIVER! RIDE! 
RIGHT! RIDE! ‘ f RIOE HARO! ... 


39 
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KRISS! ... YOU'RE i 71M j LATER! KEEP 
INSURED! ... a MOVING! KEEP 


MOVING! 


At 


[Ne Ry A 


BREAK OFF THE 

HEADS ANO PULL 
OUT THE ARROWS, 
SOLAN. HURRY! 
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EX THAT BOULDER THERE, 
g} ANO YOU'LL PUT A 

TOURNIQUET ON 
MY LEG. 


IT'S THE ONLY 
WAY, SOLAN. 
OTHERWISE 
THEY'LL CATCH 
US AND KILL US. 
eA IN ANY CASE, I'D 
SLOW THEM geo ; . EVER MAKE IT 
DOWN. I CAN SEE ) save 4 Ss 
4 ; > THAT CLIFF, 30 
THERE'S NO POINT 
IN ARGUING. 


|... |WILL LOOK 
AFTER ANIEL AS IF HE 
WERE MY OWN. | SWEAR 
IT. KRISS, |... [WANTED 


AARICIA, WE'VE BEEN ENE- ig. 2 

MIES, ANO YOU HAVE EVERY 

REASON TO HATE ME... ... BUT | HAVE SOMETHING 
: TO ASK YOU. YOU KNOW 

WHAT IT IS, OF COURSE. 


O00 YOU... OOYOU SI 

WANT TO HOLO YOUR 

SON ONE LAST TIME? , 
} 


NO. IT WOULD ROB ME y 
OF WHAT COURAGE | HAVE , 
LEFT. LEAVE, NOW! 1 CAN 
HEAR THEM COMING .... 
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COME AND GET ME, 
YOU COWARDS! | AM 
KRISS OF VALNOR! TODAY 
I BECOME A LEGEND! 
HA! HA! HA! 


ARCHERS IN) POSITION TO 
COVER US! THE OTHERS, 
FOLLOW ME ALONG THE 
WALLS OF THE GORGE! 
m FORWARO! 


MAY THE GOOS OF NIFLHEL 
FORGIVE YOUR CRIMES, 
KRISS OF VALNOR. 


THERE THEY ARE! 
WE'VE GOT THEM! 
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AARICIA! SOLAN! 
| \tiev're commas 
if ) NG; Wis: 


| 
ih 


i 


ste ¥ 


~~ 
AN 
Zip at 
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STILL en Ss, ik nei On i arti 
BUT HE'S BREATHING : 

= 5 RETURN, ANO WE SHALL 

NORMALLY. = N S00N 6& BAck 


iy pide 


an 


2 Ce }) 
CEA Ai 
ME id A 


ex 


AVL ei//7 Pye ay fi 
vara ie CN “ ee ees ney os 


Whi Vaan ss se tiem oes aye 


ee oars WC 
‘i w oe es 


TG 
TAN conte OO AGRON’ VAN Cte SNCS GS i ~ siemens 
[ Z TOs Were 4 " 
LH ipeiis . Wa te RON Vy a SeMit u 
Oye Ai oss Si OR uns 
\ ae shy if hed nee “as Ua oes WN \W He a y) iz 
: SN nail wes a tar IN ns etn 
: \ f fd NE Uy UN 1774 \\\, Wy (a 
Nh : Ay MR 2 anlgh'7 SH rat en : 
OG ate WAM te piace MMe 
wf Vig" aN i i K\ WY KS SIE Mteer wie ° END Nps 
KAY) ty I fs mth ih) ANY W\\ WATER 1, Unt + ay NSF AS uD 
AY ae (Ay: iY LANE NCU SUD SG SVR ADS SRS GSW BR GN ~ We 


TO BE CONTINUED IN THE SACRIFICE 
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